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29. Had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘yea.’’

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SWEENEY). The Chair desires to make
an announcement.

After consultation with the majority
and minority leaders, and with their
consent and approval, the Chair an-
nounces that tonight when the two
Houses meet in joint session to hear an
address by the President of the United
States, only the doors immediately op-
posite the Speaker and those on his left
and right will be open.

No one will be allowed on the floor of
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House.

Due to the large attendance that is
anticipated, the Chair feels that the
rule regarding the privilege of the floor
must be strictly adhered to.

Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor, and the coopera-
tion of all Members is requested.

The practice of reserving seats prior
to the joint session by placard will not
be allowed. Members may reserve their
seats by physical presence only fol-
lowing the security sweep of the Cham-
ber.

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 8:40 p.m. for the purpose of
receiving in joint session the President
of the United States.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 30 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 8:40 p.m.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order at 8 o’clock and 51
minutes p.m.

f

JOINT SESSION OF THE HOUSE
AND SENATE HELD PURSUANT
TO THE PROVISIONS OF HOUSE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 299
TO HEAR AN ADDRESS BY THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

The Speaker of the House presided.
The Assistant to the Sergeant at

Arms, Mr. Bill Sims, announced the
Vice President and Members of the
U.S. Senate, who entered the Hall of
the House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints
as members of the committee on the
part of the House to escort the Presi-
dent of the United States into the
Chamber:

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
ARMEY);

The gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
WATTS);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
COX);

The gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms.
PRYCE);

The gentlewoman from Illinois (Mrs.
BIGGERT);

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
GEPHARDT);

The gentlewoman from California
(Ms. PELOSI);

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
FROST);

The gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
MENENDEZ); and

The gentlewoman from California
(Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD).

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on
the part of the Senate to escort the
President of the United States into the
House Chamber:

The Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
DASCHLE);

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID);
The Senator from Maryland (Ms. MI-

KULSKI);
The Senator from North Dakota (Mr.

DORGAN);
The Senator from Massachusetts (Mr.

KERRY);
The Senator from West Virginia (Mr.

ROCKEFELLER);
The Senator from Washington (Mrs.

MURRAY);
The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-

BIN);
The Senator from California (Mrs.

BOXER);
The Senator from Louisiana (Mr.

BREAUX);
The Senator from Mississippi (Mr.

LOTT);
The Senator from Oklahoma (Mr.

NICKLES);
The Senator from Texas (Mrs.

HUTCHISON);
The Senator from Idaho (Mr. CRAIG);
The Senator from Tennessee (Mr.

FRIST);
The Senator from Texas (Mr.

GRAMM);
The Senator from Kentucky (Mr.

MCCONNELL); and
The Senator from Maine (Ms. COL-

LINS).
The Assistant to the Sergeant at

Arms announced the Acting Dean of
the Diplomatic Corps, His Excellency
Roble Olhaye.

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps entered the Hall of the House of
Representatives and took the seat re-
served for him.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms announced the Associate Justices
of the Supreme Court.

The Associate Justices of the Su-
preme Court entered the Hall of the
House of Representatives and took the
seats reserved for them in front of the
Speaker’s rostrum.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms announced the Cabinet of the
President of the United States.

The members of the Cabinet of the
President of the United States entered
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum.

At 9 o’clock and 11 minutes p.m., the
Sergeant at Arms, the Honorable Wil-
son Livingood, announced the Presi-
dent of the United States.

The President of the United States,
escorted by the committee of Senators
and Representatives, entered the Hall
of the House of Representatives, and
stood at the Clerk’s desk.

(Applause, the Members rising.)
The SPEAKER. Members of the Con-

gress, I have the high privilege and the
distinct honor of presenting to you the
President of the United States.

(Applause, the Members rising.)
f

THE STATE OF THE UNION AD-
DRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

The PRESIDENT. Thank you very
much.

Mr. Speaker, Vice President CHENEY,
Members of Congress, distinguished
guests and fellow citizens:

As we gather tonight, our Nation is
at war, our economy is in recession and
the civilized world faces unprecedented
dangers. Yet the state of our Union has
never been stronger.

We last met in an hour of shock and
suffering. In 4 short months, our Na-
tion has comforted the victims; begun
to rebuild New York and the Pentagon;
rallied a great coalition; captured, ar-
rested, and rid the world of thousands
of terrorists; destroyed Afghanistan
terrorist training camps; saved a peo-
ple from starvation and freed a country
from brutal oppression.

The American flag flies again over
our embassy in Kabul. Terrorists who
once occupied Afghanistan now occupy
cells at Guantanamo. And terrorist
leaders who urged followers to sacrifice
their lives are running for their own.

America and Afghanistan are now al-
lies against terror. We will be partners
in rebuilding that country, and this
evening we welcome the distinguished
interim leader of a liberated Afghani-
stan, Chairman Hamid Karzai.

The last time we met in this Cham-
ber, the mothers and daughters of Af-
ghanistan were captives in their own
homes, forbidden from working or
going to school. Today, women are free
and are part of Afghanistan’s new gov-
ernment, and we welcome the new Min-
ister of Women’s Affairs, Dr. Sima
Samar.

Our progress is a tribute to the spirit
of the Afghan people, to the resolve of
our coalition, and to the might of the
United States military. When I called
our troops into action, I did so with
complete confidence in their courage
and skill; and tonight, thanks to them,
we are winning the war on terror. The
men and women of our Armed Forces
have delivered a message now clear to
every enemy of the United States: even
7,000 miles away, across oceans and
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